
Burden of leprosy and treatment outcomes among children reporting to a 
referral hospital 

 

Introduction: The number of new leprosy cases among children still remains high in many endemic 

districts in India, indicating ongoing transmission. The fact that young children develop visible deformities 

indicate the inefficiency of leprosy control programme and the need to take urgent corrective measures. This 

paper explores the epidemiological profile of leprosy affected children reporting to a referral hospital during 

a period of three years. The outcome of treatment, reasons for noncompliance and disability burden are also 

considered.  

 

Methodology: A retrospective chart review was done for all patients below 16 years who visited the 

hospital between 2010-2012. Their demographic data, disease details, course of treatment, reasons for non 

compliance were sought by home interviews. 

 

Results: 2329 new untreated patients were registered in 2010 – 2012. 428 (18.3%) were children below 16 

yrs. 318 patients  continued treatment at the hospital and these  were followed up. 277 (65%) children were 

multibacillary cases and 151(35%) were paucibacillary.  63 ( 15% ) presented with grade 2 disability at the 

time of diagnosis and 33 (8%) children were smear positive. 62 (13% ) children presented with neuritis and 

30 (7%) children with Reactions.  151 (35.2%) children had contacts; in some cases more than 2 members in 

the family were suffering from leprosy. 243 completed, 53 on treatment, 15 defaulted  and 5 irregular. The 

reasons for non-adherence were parents being daily wage earners, death or migration of the guardian, need 

to remain anonymous, intolerance and unwillingness to take drugs.  

 

Conclusion: .Searching for patches in all children in all adult leprosy patients is imperative. Education and 

awareness among parents and guardians will improve early reporting, compliance in treatment and thereby 

prevent impairments and deformities. 
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